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Employment History:

2004 - 
Graduate Student Instructor, Geography Department, Rutgers University.
2002- 
Project Coordinator, Agribusinesses in Sustainable Natural African Plant Products, 

Rutgers University.

2002 
Editorial Consultant, World Resources Institute, Washington DC.

2001
Research Consultant, Chemonics International, Washington DC.

2000 
International Monitor, United States Department of State/OSCE.

1999 
Environmental Educator, Students’ Educational and Cultural Movement of Ladakh,

 Jammu, India.

1995-97 
Extension Agent, Ministry of Forestry/Agriculture, Peace Corps Korçe, Albania.

1990 
Siskiyou Regional Education Project Assistant Grant Writer, Medford, Oregon.

Education: 

2004 -
Ph.D. Candidate, Rutgers University, Department of Geography, Proposed Dissertation 

Topic: The political economy of biological prospecting in Madagascar. Acquired academic certificates 

in African Studies and Human Dimensions of Environmental Change.
2001 
M.S., Cornell University, Horticulture/International Agriculture Department, 

Ithaca, New York. Thesis topic: Vegetation propagation strategies of agroforesty trees.

1995  
B.S., Environmental Science, State University of New York at Buffalo.

Research Awards and Grants:

2003 
Rutgers University Graduate School Pre-research Dissertation Award- $1,500.

2002
Agribusiness in Sustainable Natural African Plant Products (ASNAPP)- Rutgers University and Conservation International start-up grant for Environmental Programs in Madagascar- $10,000.

2000 
Cornell Agroforestry Working Group Mini-Grant -$3500.

1999
Chemonics International/Cornell Institute for Food Agriculture and Development 

Research stipend -$20,000.

1998 
Recipient of the Heinz Foundation Grant for Environmental Research- $6500. 

Courses Taught and Curriculum Developed:
2005-
Earth Systems- Rutgers University.

2004
Geography of Europe- Rutgers University.

2004 
Geographic Background to Current World Affairs- Rutgers University.

1997
Comprehensive Environmental Education Guide in Albania, titled Natyre.- Albanian Pedagogy Institute.

Conferences and Workshops Attended:

2005 
Environmental politics and biological prospecting. International Development Studies Conference: 



Boulder, CO.- The political economy of biological prospecting in Madagascar. 
2004
Anthropomorphic Environments in Africa- Industrial Heartlands of Nature- Joint Conference with the Center for African Studies (CAS) and Princeton University’s Program in African Studies. 

2004 Breslauer Symposium on Natural Resource Issues in Africa- University of Calif.  Berkeley - Shifting Propagation: The political economy of bioprospecting in Madagascar, Paper presented. 

2004
Research in Africa in a Post-9/11- Roundtable Discussant- held in cooperation with the Center for African Studies.

2003 First World Political Ecology- Discussant- International Conference held at Rutgers University.

Detailed Work and Field Experience:
2004 
Agribusiness in Sustainable Natural African Plant Products (ASNAPP)- Rutgers University, NJ 

Write, review, and edit project concept papers, establish and strategize goals and objectives for major grants through USAID, the Rockefeller Foundation, and collaborating non-governmental organizations.  Establish tools for quality control, technical capacity building, and sustainable harvesting for the natural plant products, (including medicinal plants, spices, teas) sectors of West and Eastern Africa, countries including S. Africa, Zambia, Madagascar and Ghana.

2003
World Resources Institute (WRI) Institutions and Governance Program, Washington, DC.

Copy edited three working papers for the series entitled, Decentralization of Natural Resources.. Conducted literature searches and reviewed research for the 
2001
Chemonics International- Ithaca, New York

Editorial chief to the Landscape Development Interventions 150-page annual research report published in May 2000. Developed research and published a chapter in the research report on agroforestry and sustainable agricultural practices conducted in the humid rainforests of Madagascar.

1999-00 Field Research in Moramonga, Madagascar

In cooperation with the Landscape Development Interventions (LDI), a USAID funded Agro-ecological Development organization and the Cornell University International Institute for Food Agriculture and Development (CIIFAD), I developed training materials and conducted field experiments directed at the creation of alternative to Swidden Slash-and Burn practices. This research involved eight months within the Eastern Forest corridor of highland Madagascar and follow-up experiments within the US.

1997
United States Department of State/ OSCE- Belgrade, Serbia

Observed presidential and parliamentary elections for the Office of Security and Cooperation in Europe. Monitor of election registration, and polling stations for irregularities that inhibited a free and fair election.
1997  
Students’ Educational and Cultural Movement of Ladakh- Ladakh, India

Advised six professors and thirty students on windbreak, soil conservation, and reforestation techniques within the unique ecosystem of northern India. Conducted lectures and teacher trainings leading to a primary draft on environmental education curriculum concerning sustainable agricultural and forestry extension.

1995-97 
United States Peace Corps- Korce, Albania

Trained four Albanian Forest Service counterparts in the proper application on agroforestry extension techniques. Purchased and planting of 10,000 saplings for the use in soil conservation, windbreaks, and micro-enterprise opportunities. Designed proposals and procure funds for the initial capital required to start two local forest-tree nurseries. Organized the importation of apple tree rootstock from Greece which led to the establishment of eight fruit-tree nurseries around Albania. Spearheaded an environmental education workshop, which developed curriculum on environmental issues for Secondary Schools and Universities throughout Albania. Published the first Comprehensive Environmental Education Guide in Albania, titled Natyre. Provided lectures on Environmental Education at the University of Korçe and the Korçe Agricultural High School

1991 
Siskiyou Regional Education Project- Medford, Oregon


Assisted on the SREP major donor and ancient forest fundraising campaigns. Developed ecological tourism opportunities with local wilderness guides and small businesses. 

Foreign Language Skills 

Fluent in Albanian (ACTFL Expert), French (good), Spanish (fair), Malagasy (fair). 

Computer Skills 

Windows 95/98/NT/2000/XP, MS DOS, Apple System xx, SPSS, MS Office, MS Excel, MS Word, MS PowerPoint, MS Access, Macromedia Deamweaver MX, Adobe Photoshop v. 7.0, MS Internet Explorer/Netscape Communicator, Quicken, HTML, GIS- ARC 8.3.
Qualifications of the researcher

As a doctoral student in the Rutgers University Department of Geography, I have participated in a research methods seminar, and by February 2005, I will complete all requirements for the Ph.D. degree prior to fieldwork and dissertation write-up. This project is designed for a one-year period of research from June 2005 through June 2006 in Madagascar and I anticipate completion of my doctoral program in May 2007. 

Research and course work in my tenure as a Ph.D. student in Geography at Rutgers University has provided me with a sturdy academic toolkit for this proposed research.  This course work builds on a Master’s of Science degree I acquired in the Horticulture Department in International Agriculture and Agroforestry at Cornell University. My Master’s research (M. Sc., 2001) consisted of vegetative propagation experiments on multipurpose fruit and high-value forest trees in the eastern rainforests of Madagascar. The telos of this research concentrated on multi-story fruit and forest tree systems called tanimboly in Malagasy. The focus was to develop agricultural alternatives to the rapid destruction of primary forests due to swidden cultivation of upland rice. This research was in cooperation with the Cornell International Institute for Food, Agriculture and Development (CIIFAD) and the Landscape Development Interventions (LDI) (USAID/ Chemonics International). It was conducted during two 3-month trips to Madagascar, the first in September-November 1999, and the second May-July 2000.

Both my Master’s degree and an exploratory trip in the summer in 2004 highlight the importance of extended on-site ethnographic fieldwork, which is essential in answering the proposed ontological, theoretical and research questions. I am currently working under the direct guidance of three highly recognized African scholars, Dr. Richard Schroeder, a geographer whose work examines forest politics, development and underdevelopment, political ecology and distributive justice; Dr. David Hughes, an anthropologist whose work emphasizes conservation, human-ecology and anthropomorphic environments; and Dr. James Simon, a plant scientist and natural products specialist, who heads the ASNAPP program. Through independent course work and language immersion in Madagascar, I have gained adequate proficiency in French, which will qualify me to carry out this research.  This past summer I participated in an intensive Malagasy language course with an accredited language instructor in Madagascar. At the competition of this course an evaluation was conducted, and I demonstrated the capacity to learn the language and that I will have the ability to carry out my research after an intensive language course when I return to Madagascar.

Currently, I hold the position of a project coordinator at the Agribusiness in Sustainable Natural African Plant Products (ASNAPP) program at Rutgers University. This experience in natural product research helped shape my perspective on the policies and issues of biological resource extraction in Madagascar. The work included coordination and dissemination of a series of plant product quality control and assurance research documents, and was an intricate part of the creation of the first Malagasy Natural Products Label, “NATOIRA,” and the procurement of international funding with our partners in Africa (i.e., Chemonics International, Conservation International).

This work builds upon two consultancy positions I held with international environmental organizations; one in 2001 with Chemonics International and in 2003, with the World Resources Institute (WRI) Institutions and Governance Program. Both concluded with the production of research reports on environment issues in Africa. After my undergraduate studies 1995, I volunteered to serve 24 months in the United States Peace Corps. Working as a private-farm forestry extension agent in 3 villages in the highlands of southeastern Albania, I gained cross-cultural experience and valuable insight into the politics of forest production and forest management.

A draft of this proposal was first presented as part of the 2004 Breslauer Graduate Student Symposium on Natural Resource Issues in Africa held at UC Berkeley. This interdisciplinary symposium provided a helpful venue to discuss and receive feedback on this research especially concerning the socio-political and biophysical issue of natural resource management and conservation in Africa.
