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Overview 

ÂGuidance  

ÂWhat it is and what it isnôt 
 

ÂFlood guidance  

ÂObjectives of the flood guidance 

ÂSpecific recommendations 

ÂObtaining copies 

ÂSubmitting comments   

http://www.hhs.gov/


Guidance 

ÂGuidance represents FDAôs current 

thinking, intended to be a ñlivingò doc. 
 

Â It does not bind FDA or the public, 

recommendations NOT requirements 
 

ÂAn alternative approach may be used if it 

satisfies the requirements of the applicable 

statutes and regulations 

http://www.hhs.gov/


Hazards 

Flooding events can present a potentially 

hazardous public health risk 

Â  Flood waters may have been exposed to:  

Â sewage  

Â chemicals (e.g., heavy metals, PCBs, petroleum)  

Â pathogenic microorganisms or  

Â other contaminants 

Â In addition, mold and toxins may develop in 

crops as a result of exposure to the water  

http://www.hhs.gov/


Flooding 

ÂFlooding is the flowing or overflowing of a 

field with water outside a growerôs control  

  

ÂPooled water (e.g., after rainfall) that is not 

reasonably likely to cause contamination 

of the edible portions of fresh produce is 

NOT considered flooding 

http://www.hhs.gov/


Previous Flood Guidance 

Notice from FDA to Growers, Food Manufacturers, 
Food Warehouse Managers, and Transporters 
for Food Products About the Safety of Food 
Affected by Hurricane, Flooding, and Power 
Outages (Hurricanes Katrina & Isabelle)  

 

Other Guidance re: Flooding 

Â Letter to California Firms that Grow, Pack, 
Process, or Ship Fresh and Fresh-cut Lettuce 
 

Â Draft Guidance to Minimize Microbial Food 
Safety Hazards of Leafy Greens 

http://www.hhs.gov/

