Your Organization’s 

Name Here

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type return address]
August 12, 2008
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type recipient’s address]
Dear Gardener:
Thank you for agreeing to talk with youth about your garden!  Gardeners who have participated in previous Vvi (Vegetable varieties investigation) events with youth have found it to be rewarding and fun.

Youth participants from   MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesShown "[Click here and type the name of your organization]"  will be asking you a few basic questions about your garden and most importantly your opinions about specific vegetable varieties you have grown.  It will be helpful for you to bring the names or seed packets of several vegetable varieties that you have grown. 

Along with collecting knowledge from gardeners like you, they will learn about positive interviewing skills, biodiversity, and collecting quality data. Vvi is a project of Cornell University’s Garden-Based Learning Institute, and is also related to Cornell’s Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners web-based project.  

Feel free to browse these web sites to find out more:

Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners: http://vegvariety.cce.cornell.edu 

Vegetable Varieties Investigation http://vegvariety.cce.cornell.edu/vvi.

We look forward to seeing you at   MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[click here and type location, time, and any additional details about the event.]"  
Thank you.

Sincerely,
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your name]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type job title]
Your Organization’s 

Name Here

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type return address]
[Date]

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type recipient’s address]
Dear Sir or Madam:
I am writing to respectfully request a seed donation from[insert seed company's name here].
This summer, we are planning a Vvi (Vegetable varieties investigation) event at a community garden in [insert city, state]. The purpose is to link youth participants with experienced gardeners to learn about what gardeners are growing and why. Youth will interview gardeners and submit their findings to Cornell University’s Vegetable Varieties for gardeners website: http://vegvariety.cce.cornell.edu.

Vvi is a unique Citizen Science in horticulture outreach project specially designed to engage youth in meaningful, hands-on learning. Youth participants of Vvi take part in real science research, support biodiversity, and make intergenerational connections with gardeners in their communities.

As an incentive for gardener participation in this event, we would like to offer a package of materials to gardeners which will include gardening fact sheets, local cooperative extension contact information, and an assortment of high quality seeds.  Please let me know if you will be able to provide us with a seed donation in time for our event, which is scheduled for [insert date of gardener interviews].
We hope you are able to donate seed packets from your company for our event. Seeds can be shipped to us at our address above. Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your name]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type job title]
Some seed companies to try for seed donations

Seeds of Change

http://www.seedsofchange.com
Johnny’s Selected Seeds:  

http://www.johnnyseeds.com
High Mowing Seeds

http://www.highmowingseeds.com/
Ferry Morse Seed Company

http://www.ferry-morse.com/index.asp
sample
Vvi Agenda 
Day 1:   Youth Orientation

10 min

Introduce Vvi.

  5 min

Introduce biodiversity.

20 min

Complete variety activities.

20 min

Browse Vvi website.

Day 2:  Youth Orientation

10 min 

Review biodiversity, and how Vvi supports 

biodiversity.

  5 min

Introduce positive interview skills.

10 min

Interview activity.

  5 min

Divide the group into pairs; choose and record 

team names.

15 min

Distribute binders, plan youth roles for carrying 

out interviews.

10 min

Practice actual Vvi interview with each other.

Day 3:   Interview Day 

30  min

Pizza dinner.

1 hour

Youth interview gardeners.

10 min 

Give Gardener Cards to gardeners, verify forms are correctly filled out.

10  min

Wrap up/ Pack up.

  5 min

Remind youth they will enter this data online!

Day 4:  Report Data Online

15 min 
Informal feedback session from youth on interviews.

40 min

Submit data online.

Day 5:  Evaluation/ Follow up

10 min

Write thank you notes to gardeners.

30 min

Complete youth and leader evaluation forms and submit.

20 min

Follow up on related topics of interest using online resources.

sample
	Supplies Check-List

Vvi at [GARDEN]  with [YOUTH GROUP] 

[DATE]


	Supplies
	Get
	Assemble
	Pack
	Steward

	
	
	
	
	

	5 Interviewer Binders –stuffed (see table below)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Youth Sign-in sheet
	
	
	
	

	10 lanyards for name badges
	
	
	
	

	10 plastic name badges
	
	
	
	

	10 youth name tags
	
	
	
	

	10 pencils 
	
	
	
	

	Youth comments/evaluation
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Gardener Sign-in sheet
	
	
	
	

	10 gardener name tags
	
	
	
	

	10 Permission slips –Gardener
	
	
	
	

	10 Gardener gift bags (seeds, bookmarks)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Digital camera #1
	
	
	
	

	Digital camera #2
	
	
	
	

	Tape recorder
	
	
	
	

	Folding table 
	
	
	
	

	Folding chairs
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Pens
	
	
	
	

	Clipboards
	
	
	
	

	Sharpies
	
	
	
	

	Scissors
	
	
	
	

	Balloons/string
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Hand sanitizer
	
	
	
	

	Paper plates
	
	
	
	

	Paper cups
	
	
	
	

	Plastic forks/knives
	
	
	
	

	Napkins
	
	
	
	

	Paper towels
	
	
	
	

	Toilet paper (1 roll)
	
	
	
	

	Trash bags
	
	
	
	

	Table clothes (3)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Pizza
	
	
	
	

	Salad, large bowl, tongs, dressing
	
	
	
	

	Apples, large bowl
	
	
	
	

	Nuts, bowl
	
	
	
	

	Raisin Boxes, basket
	
	
	
	

	Cookies, platter
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Cider (1gallon)
	
	
	
	

	Water bottles
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Cooler - large
	
	
	
	

	Cooler -small
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Variety Activity Supplies
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Variety Rating Activity Instructions
	
	
	
	

	   3-4 varieties of a crop such as blueberries or carrots
	
	
	
	

	   Container for each variety
	
	
	
	

	   Copies of Rate this Variety form
	
	
	
	

	   Pencils
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Digging through seed catalogue instructions
	
	
	
	

	   Seed catalogs
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Produce Sorting Activity Instructions
	
	
	
	

	   Local produce: 2+ varieties per crop
	
	
	
	

	   Basket for sorting
	
	
	
	

	   Paring Knife
	
	
	
	

	   Cutting Board
	
	
	
	


	Youth Binder Material
	Complete

	Binder Cover
	

	Introduction to Gardeners
	

	More about VVI
	

	Positive Interviewing Skills
	

	Garden Profile Form
	

	Rate this Variety Forms
	

	Mistaken Identities
	

	State Frost-Free Map
	

	Scrap paper
	

	Gardener Card
	

	Words to Know
	


Educator Permission Form

Vvi (Vegetable varieties investigation)

Thank you for participating in Vvi. During the program, staff affiliated with Cornell University or the Vvi host organization may be visiting program sites. You may be observed at various times during the course of the project and notes, photographs, and video recordings may be taken to document program activities. You may also be asked to complete a brief written evaluation of the program, or to talk with our staff about your experience with the program.  To make our program a success, we need your permission. 

Please check off the following items if you accept them.

( I voluntarily agree to be observed, photographed, audio taped and/or video taped by Cornell staff.

( I grant permission for the notes, photographs, audio recordings and/or video images to be used in Vvi and Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners websites and in program materials.

_______________________________________

Name

_______________________________________

Signature

______________________________________

Date

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. Please contact us if you have any questions or comments about this form.

Cornell Garden-Based Learning Institute
Department of Horticulture

Plant Science 134

Cornell University

Ithaca, NY  14853

Ljb7@cornell.edu

http://vegvariety.cce.cornell.edu

Gardener Permission Form

Vvi (Vegetable varieties investigation) 

I, ____________________________, am aware that the information I                                       

provide to youth may be featured on the Vvi and Cornell Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners websites.

Please check the following items if you accept them:

( Vvi and Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners may use my name on their website and in their program materials.

( Vvi and Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners may post information about me and my garden on their website and in their program materials.

( Vvi and Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners may post a picture of my garden on their website and in their program materials.

( Vvi and Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners may post a picture of me and/or an audio recording of my voice on their website and in their program materials.

Please sign and date below.

Signature
__________________________ 

Date

__________________________

Please return to the Vvi program coordinator. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. Please contact us if you have any questions or comments.

Cornell Garden-Based Learning

Department of Horticulture

Plant Science 134

Cornell University

Ithaca, NY  14853

Ljb7@cornell.edu

http://vegvariety.cce.cornell.edu

Youth Permission Form

Vvi (Vegetable Varieties Investigation)

Dear Parent or Guardian,

We would like to invite the child for whom you are the parent or guardian, to participate in a Cornell Garden-Based Learning Program, called Vvi (Vegetable varieties investigation).

During the program, Cornell staff may be visiting program sites. They may observe youth and take notes, photographs, and video recordings to document program activities. They may also ask youth to discuss their ideas and opinions about our program.  To make our program a success, we need your permission for your child/children to participate.

Please check off the following items if you accept them.

( I voluntarily agree to allow my son/daughter/or child,___________________, for whom I am the guardian, to participate in Cornell’s Vvi activities.

( I voluntarily agree to allow the youth named above to be observed, photographed, audio taped and/or video taped by program staff.

( I grant permission for the notes, photographs, audio recordings and/or video images to be used in the Vvi website and in program materials.

( I understand that the name of the youth named above will not be used in any of the documents.

_______________________________________

Name of child

_______________________________________

Signature of Parent / Guardian

______________________________________

Date

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. Please contact us if you have any questions or comments about this form.

Cornell Garden-Based Learning

Department of Horticulture

Plant Science 134

Cornell University

Ithaca, NY  14853

Ljb7@cornell.edu

http://vegvariety.cce.cornell.edu

Gardener Sign-In Sheet
Your contact information will be used for follow up purposes only, and will not be shared with anyone.

	Gardener NAME


	Phone
	Email
	Community Gardener?

(Yes/No)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Youth Sign-In Sheet
Your contact information will be used for follow up purposes only, and will not be shared with anyone.

	Youth NAME
	TEAM name
	Email
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Interview Day Check List


Youth are in pairs. 


Youth pairs are each matched with a gardener.


Youth have signed the sign-in sheet. 


Each interviewing team has a complete binder, name tag and pencil.


Gardeners are greeted, have signed in, have name tags, and have completed their permission slips. 


Designated photographer(s) has camera and film.


Designated recorder has tape recorder and batteries.
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